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Economic Development and Social Development
Learning Some Lessons from 3 Cases of Community Development in Scotland
 UCHIDA Tsukasa
Abstract
　Nowadays the polarization of the areas into the growing and the declining is going 
on under the globalization of modern capitalism. What kind of policy is most helpful 
to recover the declining areas?  In general speaking economic development is the 
most helpful policy. Because it has been generally understood that economic decline 
has caused the decay of the industries and the depopulation in local societies. In 
fact innumerable policies for economic development have been carried out by the 
government and the local governments in Japan. A very few policies have really got 
results for economic development. But most of the policies themselves have rather 
caused not only economic declining but also social declining in local societies than have 
recovered and developed them.
　This article is intended to introduce HIE’s strategy for developing their area 
(Highlands and Islands area in Scotland) and 3 cases of community development in 
Scotland. They have given the first priority to social development over economic 
development. And such their attempt has proved a great success. They have succeeded 
in not only social development but also economic development. We can learn a lot of 
lessons from them. It is also very useful for us to design the policies for developing 
peripheral and disadvantage areas in Japan such as Hokkaido, Tohoku, and Okinawa.
Keywords: social inclusion, planning the economic and social development at the same 
time, social businesses and social enterprises
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